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Kindezi School

Safety-focused Safe Routes to School Report
Introduction
On April 29, 2016 stakeholders at Kindezi School in Atlanta’s Old Fourth Ward met to examine
the walking and bicycling network around the school and identify potential engineering
improvements and educational programs to address safety concerns. Their participation in a
Georgia Safe Routes to School (SRTS) Walk Audit shows support for improving the walking and
biking environment and increasing the number of students safely walking and bicycling to
school. The stakeholders participating in the walk audit included members of the school
administration, parents, neighbors and the Georgia Department of Transportation.

Safe Routes to School Team
Name
Alex Hanson
Braxton Allen
Bryan Jenkins
Cheryl Johnson
Erika Henson
Gilberte Pascal
Hollon Yarborough
Jay Tribby
Jefrey Jones
Kip Dunlop
Matt Weyandt
Perry K
Sheryl Crutchfield
Katelyn DiGioia
Nichole Hollis

With support from:
John Dempsey
Wendy Phelps

Organization
Active Living Coordinator, Atlanta Regional Commission
Boulevard Food Co-op Coordinator
Kindezi School, Parent
Kindezi School, Parent/PTA
Kindezi School, SRTS Champion
Kindezi School, Principal
Kindezi School, Operations Committee
Council Member Hall’s Office
Old Fourth Ward Resident
Downtown Neighborhood Commission
Kindezi School, Parent
Kindezi School, Parent/PTA
Kindezi School, SRTS Team
Bicycle & Pedestrian Coordinator, Georgia Department of
Transportation (GDOT)
School Outreach Coordinator, Georgia Safe Routes to School
Resource Center

Landscape Architect, Toole Design Group (TDG)
Transportation Planner, Toole Design Group

During the two hour meeting, the team discussed how students currently travel to and from
school and their concerns related to walking and biking to school; the group also assessed
common walking routes near the school through a facilitated walk audit. The Toole Design
Group team performed field work and held a follow up call with Katelyn DiGioia, Nichole Hollis
and Jefrey Jones on May 11, 2016 to prepare this report.
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Existing conditions
School Location and Access Routes
Kindezi School is located at 386 Pine Street NE in the Old Fourth Ward neighborhood of
Atlanta, Georgia. The school is next to Central Park and the neighborhood around the school is
a mix of multi- and single-family housing, including senior housing. There are several other
parks in the vicinity, and a private preschool two blocks away. The Kindezi Student Locator
Map on page 6 of this report shows the school location.
The school is at the northwest corner of Pine Street NE and Felton Drive NE, with the school
campus extending west to Central Park Place NE. There are 7 feet wide sidewalks on both
sides of Pine Street NE, however, the width is not continuous due to a number of street trees
and utility poles located in the sidewalk. Some of the trees have outgrown their planting strips,
causing the sidewalk to heave. Pine Street NE is approximately 32 feet wide, with two-way
traffic and on-street parking permitted on both sides.
The intersection of Pine Street NE and Felton Drive NE is slightly skewed due to the alignment
of Felton Drive NE. There are stop signs for traffic traveling in both directions on Felton Drive
NE, but traffic on Pine Street NE does not stop. Cars that park on the street near the corner
make it difficult for pedestrians and drivers to see one another at the intersection.
Basic information on the streets near the Kindezi School is summarized in the table below. All
streets and sidewalks are maintained by the City of Atlanta.

1

Street

Speed
Limit

Road
Width1

No. of lanes
each direction

Sidewalk and
shoulder width1

Pine Street NE

25 mph

32’

1

Felton Drive NE

25 mph

26’

1

Merritts Avenue NE
Angier Avenue NE
Parkway Drive NE

25 mph
30 mph
30 mph

32’
30’
36’

1
1
1

Central Park Place NE

35 mph

58’

2

6’-7’ sidewalk
4’-7’ sidewalk
(not continuous)
6’-7’ sidewalk
7’ sidewalk
6’ sidewalk
6’ sidewalk
3’ planted buffer

Street and sidewalk widths are approximate.
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Student Travel Patterns
About one-third of the school’s 290 students’ families live within two miles of school. The vast
majority of these families reside at addresses within one mile of school. 2
•
•
•
•

10% (29 students) live within 0.25 miles of the school
24% (70 students) live within 0.5 miles of the school
26% (74 students) live within 1 mile of the school
32% (91 students) live within 2 miles of the school3

As a charter school, Atlanta Public Schools does not provide bus service for Kindezi School
students. Thirteen percent of the student body walks to school on a regular basis, and at least
30 students and their families participated in fall and spring Walk to School events during the
past year. The school currently encourages students living too far to walk to meet a few blocks
away at the Atlanta Civic Center for Walk to School Day events. This arrangement may be
affected by the future redevelopment of the Civic Center. 4
Kindezi School Student Travel Modes 5

4% 2%
13%

81%

Family Vehicle

2
3

4
5

Walk

Transit

Carpool

Student enrollment total from student addresses provided by school and mapped by TDG with ESRI ArcGIS, April 2016.
Distances are along the road network as calculated by ESRI ArcGIS Network Analyst. Student counts are cumulative.
http://atlanta.curbed.com/2016/1/4/10850470/atlanta-civic-center-demolition-permit-redevelopment
Travel mode data from Student Travel Tallies collected January 2016.
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There are currently no students biking to school. Streets in the immediate area around the
school do not have dedicated bicycle facilities, and the school does not have a bicycle rack for
students to store their bicycles while at school. Some nearby streets have bicycle facilities.
Parkway Drive NE currently has shared lane marking symbols from Highland Avenue NE to
Ponce De Leon Drive NE. To the south, the existing Freedom Park Trail, a separated two way
shared use path connecting to Freedom Park, runs parallel along a portion of Highland Avenue
NE. To the north, Ponce De Leon Drive NE has buffered bicycle lanes.
Arrival and Dismissal
School starts at 7:45 AM, and the school doors open at 7:15 AM. Students wishing to eat
breakfast at school are instructed to arrive no later than 7:35 AM. 6 Kindezi School has two
dismissal times. Students are dismissed by grade level; students in kindergarten through
second grade are dismissed at 3:05 PM, and students in third, fourth and fifth grades are
dismissed at 4:00 PM.
The School Handbook contains detailed arrival and dismissal instructions for parents who drive
their students to school, but does not contain any guidance for families traveling by other
modes. The school has two crossing guards to assist families that walk to school. The crossing
guards are posted at the intersections of Pine Street and Felton Drive and Pine Street and
Parkway Drive.
During dismissal, there is not enough queuing space in the school driveway for all of the parents
coming by car to pick up their students. The school driveway is wide enough to accommodate
two lines of cars side by side, but traffic backs up in all directions near the school. While the
process appears chaotic, walk audit participants noted that drivers are moving slowly and
cautiously.

6

Kindezi School Handbook 2015-2016. http://www.kindezi.org/fullpanel/uploads/files/g-handbook.pdf
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Student Locator Map
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Key Barriers and Safety Issues
Kindezi School administered Parent Surveys in February 2016 asking parents about the issues
that affect their decisions to allow or not allow their students to walk and bike to school. The top
six issues reported by parents of students who do not walk or bike to school are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Distance
Violence or crime
Safety of intersections and crossings
Amount of traffic along route
Speed of traffic along route
Weather or climate 7

Summary of Observations from Walk Audit
During the walk audit, participants assessed walking and bicycling conditions on the streets
around Kindezi School and along the pathways in Central Park. While some concerns raised in
the group discussion and gathered from the parent survey are location specific, there are
multiple opportunities throughout the neighborhood to make improvements in the following
areas:
•

•

•

•

Sidewalks. While sidewalks exist on most streets, they are older and in need of repairs
where tree roots have caused heaving and slabs have broken. There is also a significant
gap in the sidewalk network on Felton Drive NE along the school property.
ADA Accessibility. Very few intersections have ADA compliant curb ramps on all four
corners where sidewalks are present. Further, there are corners where there are no curb
ramps at all. At signalized intersections, the pedestrian push buttons to activate the signal
are not accessible from the sidewalk.
Bicycle facilities. Although Kindezi School is located only a half-mile from the Freedom
Park Trail, the only connections to the trail are via shared lane markings and signed bike
routes. These types of facilities do not provide exclusive space for bicyclists and are used
primarily by confident, adult bicyclists.
Lighting. There is no pedestrian scale lighting along the streets near the school. The walk
audit team noted a few streetlights, but their placement and orientation do not provide
adequate illumination of the sidewalks in low light conditions.

Location-specific concerns are addressed in more detail in the following sections.

7

Barriers from Parent Surveys collected February 2016.
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Walking/Bicycling Routes and Key Intersections Map

Walking/Bicycling Routes
1. Pine Street NE
• Sidewalks. There are 7 feet wide sidewalks on both sides of Pine Street NE, however, the
width fluctuates due to a number of street trees and utility poles located in the sidewalk.
Some of the trees have outgrown their planting strips, causing the sidewalk to heave (Photo
1).
• Traffic volume. The traffic volume on Pine Street NE is generally low, except during arrival
and dismissal times.

Kindezi School Safety-Focused SRTS Report

9

•

•

Traffic speed. The posted speed limit on Pine Street NE is 25 mph, and the posted speed
limit for the school zone is also 25 mph. Neighbors and school personnel report that it feels
like drivers often travel faster than the posted speed limit.
Crossings.* There are marked crosswalks on all four legs of the intersection of Pine Street
NE and Felton Street NE; marked crosswalks on two of the three legs of the intersection of
Pine Street NE and Parkway Drive NE and one poorly marked crosswalk across Pine Street
NE at Angier Avenue NE (Photo 2). There are no marked mid-block crossings on Pine
Street NE where the main school entrance is located between Angier Avenue NE and Felton
Street NE, an approximate distance of 940 feet. *NOTE: See also the Key Intersections,
beginning on page 11.

2. Felton Drive NE
• Sidewalks. While there is a sidewalk on one side of the street on Felton Drive NE between
Parkway Drive NE and Angier Avenue NE, it is not continuous (Photo 3). From Parkway
Drive NE to Merritts Avenue NE, the sidewalk is on the west side of the street; from Merritts
Avenue NE to Pine Street NE, the sidewalk is on the east side of the street (opposite from
the school). From Pine Street NE to Angier Avenue NE, there are sidewalks on both sides of
Felton Drive NE.
• Traffic volume. The traffic volume on Felton Drive NE is generally low, except during arrival
and dismissal times.
• Traffic speed. The posted speed limit on Felton Drive NE is 25 mph, and the posted speed
limit for the school zone is also 25 mph. Neighbors and school personnel report that it feels
like drivers often travel faster than the posted speed limit. This is mitigated in part by the
stop sign at the intersection with Pine Street NE.
• Crossings. There are marked crosswalks on all four legs of the intersection of Pine Street
NE and Felton Drive NE and two marked crosswalks across Felton Drive NE at Angier
Avenue NE. Most notably, there is no marked crosswalk across Felton Drive NE at Merritts
Avenue NE where the sidewalk shifts from the west to east side of the street (Photo 4).
3. Parkway Drive NE
• Sidewalks. There are 7 feet wide sidewalks on both sides of Pine Street NE, however, the
width fluctuates due to a number of street trees and utility poles located in the narrow buffer
between the street and sidewalk. The sidewalk materials change on Parkway Drive NE.
Near the corners, the concrete sidewalks give way to bricks. Most corners are lacking ADA
accessible curb ramps (Photo 5).
• Traffic volume. Parkway Drive NE is classified as an ‘urban collector’ and is one of the
busier streets near Kindezi School. Parkway Drive NE carried 3,770 cars per day in 2015. 8
• Traffic speed. The posted speed limit on Parkway Drive NE is 30 mph.
• Crossings. There are marked crosswalks on at least one leg of all of the intersections along
Parkway Drive NE from North Avenue NE to Ralph McGill Boulevard NE. But the heavier
traffic volumes, faster speeds, the long distance between signalized intersections (1/3 mile),
8

Georgia Department of Transportation Traffic Counts, 2015. http://trafficserver.transmetric.com/gdot-prod/tcdb.jsp?siteid=1216106
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•

and poor sight distance from side streets makes crossing Parkway Drive NE challenging for
pedestrians (Photo 6).
Bicycle Facilities. Parkway Drive NE has shared lane markings, which indicate to drivers to
expect bicyclists using the roadway and show bicyclists where they should position
themselves in the travel lane. This type of facility does not provide any separation and is
generally only used by confident bicyclists.

4. Central Park Place NE
• Sidewalks. There are 6 feet wide sidewalks on both sides of Central Park Place NE with 3
to 4 feet wide planted buffers between the sidewalks and the street. This creates a more
inviting walking environment than if the sidewalk was directly adjacent to the street, and the
trees planted in the buffer provide shade in the summer. As along other streets around the
school, most corners are lacking ADA compliant curb ramps.
• Traffic volume. Central Park Place NE is classified as a ‘major urban collector’ and is one
of the larger streets near Kindezi School. It has two travel lanes in each direction with
alternating center turn lanes and planted median. Central Park Place NE carried 4,090 cars
per day in 2015. 9
• Traffic speed. The posted speed limit on Central Park Place NE is 35 mph. There are no
school zone signs on Central Park Place NE.
• Crossings. There are marked crosswalks at the signalized intersections on Central Park
Place NE, but not at any of the unsignalized intersections. The signals are almost a third of
a mile apart, and pedestrians must cross 5 travel lanes to reach the other side of the street
without the benefit of the median serving as a pedestrian refuge.

Key Intersections
A. Intersection of Pine Street NE and Felton Drive NE
• Intersection geometry and traffic control. Felton Drive NE crosses Pine Street NE at a
slight angle. There are stop signs for traffic on Felton Drive NE, but no traffic controls for
traffic on Pine Street NE. SRTS team members noted that they have observed some drivers
on Pine Street NE slow down at the intersection, as the reverse side of the school crossing
signs may be mistaken for stop signs at a distance.
• Crossings. All four crosswalks are marked with high visibility crosswalk markings.
• Curb ramps. The curb ramps at the intersection of Pine Street NE and Felton Drive NE are
constructed of concrete with detectable warning panels. The east side of the intersection
has two perpendicular ramps on each corner, while the west side of the intersection has
only one diagonal curb ramp on each corner.
• On-street parking. There are no parking restrictions near the corners. This affects sight
distances for people walking and driving when cars are parked close to the corner.
• Storm water grates. Just south of the intersection, there are large storm water drainage
grates on the west side of Felton Drive NE. The gaps in the grates run parallel to the
9

Georgia Department of Transportation Traffic Counts, 2015. http://trafficserver.transmetric.com/gdot-prod/tcdb.jsp?siteid=1216204
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direction of travel and are wide enough for a bicycle tire to pass through, creating a hazard
for bicyclists.
B. Intersection of Pine Street NE and Parkway Drive NE
• Intersection geometry and traffic control. The alignment of Pine Street NE shifts to the
north approximately 130 feet across Parkway Drive NE. This creates two T-intersections.
There are stop signs for traffic on Pine Street NE, and traffic on Parkway Drive NE does not
stop as it travels through the intersections.
• Crossings. The two T-intersections create six potential crossing locations. Of these six,
three are marked with high visibility markings: 1) the crossing across Pine Street NE on the
west side of Parkway Drive NE, 2) the crossing across Parkway Drive NE on the south side
of Pine Street NE at the southern edge of the two intersections, and 3) the crossing across
Parkway Drive NE on the north side of Pine Street NE at the northern edge of the two
intersections.
• Curb ramps. There are no ADA accessible curb ramps at any of the crossings formed by
the intersections of Pine Street NE and Parkway Drive NE.
• On-street parking. There are no parking restrictions near the corners. This affects sight
distances for people walking and driving when cars are parked close to the corner.
• School bus stop. There is an Atlanta Public Schools bus stop at this intersection where
middle school students are dropped off after school at about the same time as dismissal at
Kindezi School, creating additional congestion on the sidewalk.
Pine Street NE and Parkway Drive NE Intersection Map
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C. Intersection of Pine Street NE and Angier Avenue NE
• Intersection geometry and traffic control. Pine Street NE ends at its intersection with
Angier Avenue NE to the southwest of the school site. Traffic on Pine Street NE is stop
controlled, but the traffic on Angier Avenue NE is uncontrolled.
• Crossings. The crosswalk across Pine Street NE was once marked with two parallel line
markings, but the markings are now barely visible. The crossings across Angier Avenue NE
are not marked at all.
• Curb ramps. There are no curb ramps on any of the corners at this intersection.
• School signs. For drivers turning north onto Pine Street NE from Angier Avenue NE, there
are no signs indicating they are approaching a school.
D. Intersection of Felton Drive NE and Merritts Avenue NE
• Intersection geometry and traffic control. Felton Drive NE intersects with Parkway Drive
NE and crosses Merritts Avenue NE at an angle. This creates a wide turning radius on the
northwest corner of Felton Drive NE and Parkway Drive NE that allows drivers to continue
onto Felton Drive NE without slowing down. At the intersection of Felton Drive NE and
Merritts Avenue NE, directly northeast of the school site, there are stop signs for traffic on
Merritts Avenue NE, but no traffic controls for the traffic on Felton Drive NE.
• Crossings. There is only one marked crosswalk across Merritts Avenue NE on the west
side of the intersection. There is no marked crosswalk to connect pedestrians traveling on
the sidewalk on the west side of Felton Drive NE to the sidewalk on the east side of the
street south of Merritts Avenue NE.
• Curb ramps. There are curb ramps with detectable warning panels on all four corners of the
intersection, but they do not align with the receiving curb ramp on the other side of the
intersection. The stop bar for westbound traffic on Merritts Avenue NE is located after, rather
than in line with the stop sign, and directly in the path of pedestrians using the curb ramp on
the northeast corner of the intersection.

Opportunities for Improvement
With about a third of the student body living within a half-mile of school (99 of 326 students),
there is potential to increase the number of students walking to Kindezi School. Although older
and in need of repairs, most of the main walking routes have sidewalks. Curb extensions,
signage and other retrofits can improve visibility for drivers and pedestrians at intersections
around the school and help reduce safety concerns. The following sections include engineering
and education recommendations to improve the physical and cultural environments around
Kindezi School to make walking and bicycling to school safer and more pleasant.
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Engineering Recommendations
There are several locations near Kindezi School where engineering solutions can improve the
safety and comfort of students and their families walking and bicycling to school. Recommended
improvement locations were identified by the team during the walk audit and team discussions,
in the parent survey, and from field work conducted by the consultant team. The major
improvement locations are noted on the Map of Recommendations on the next page and
include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Pine Street NE;
Felton Drive NE;
Intersection of Pine Street NE and Felton Drive NE;
Intersection of Pine Street NE and Parkway Drive NE;
Intersection of Pine Street NE and Angier Avenue NE; and
Intersection of Felton Drive NE and Merritts Avenue NE.
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Map of Recommendations

Kindezi School Safety-Focused SRTS Report

15

1. Pine Street NE
• School signage and pavement markings. Walk audit participants noted that the existing
school signs are located very close to the school. In particular, the school ahead warning
sign (S1-1) to the west of the school on Pine Street NE does not provide adequate warning
for drivers traveling east towards the school. This report recommends relocating the school
ahead warning sign (S1-1) further to the west so that drivers traveling north/east are aware
of the school before the curve on Pine Street NE. This recommendation is in keeping with
the maximum 700 feet distance for school advance warning signs in the Georgia
Department of Transportation’s Pedestrian & Streetscape Guide. 10
In addition, white ‘SCHOOL’ pavements markings may be considered closer to the school
crossing. If used, these markings should follow the guidance in the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), latest edition.
•

School zone speed limit. GDOT’s Pedestrian & Streetscape Guide states, “the school
zone speed limit is typically a minimum of 10 mph less than the immediately adjacent posted
speed limit” which supports lowering the school zone speed limit around Kindezi School to
15 mph. The guide recommends that the school zone speed limit apply 300 feet in all
directions from the school. 11

•

Midblock crossing. On the block of Pine Street NE where Kindezi School is located, there
is a distance of approximately 1000 feet between marked crosswalks. A midblock crossing
just to the west of the school property and aligned with the walkway through Central Park
would improve the connectivity of the pedestrian network. This crossing should be designed
to provide traffic calming benefits via curb extensions, a raised surface equal to the height of
the sidewalk or both (see Photo 7).

2. Felton Drive NE
• School signage and pavement markings. Walk audit participants noted that the existing
school signs are located very close to the school. In particular, the school ahead warning
sign (S1-1) to the north of the school on Felton Drive NE is located on the same block as the
school, and does not provide adequate warning for drivers traveling south towards the
school. This report recommends relocating the school ahead warning sign (S1-1) further to
the north, closer to the intersection of Felton Drive NE and Parkway Drive NE so that drivers
traveling south are aware of the school before reaching the north edge of the school
property. This recommendation is in keeping with the maximum 700 feet distance for school

10

Georgia Department of Transportation. “Toolkit 3 – Children and School Zones,” Pedestrian & Streetscape Guide, 2005.
http://www.dot.ga.gov/drivesmart/travel/Documents/ped_streetscape_guide_june05.pdf
11
Ibid.
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advance warning signs in the Georgia Department of Transportation’s Pedestrian &
Streetscape Guide. 12
In addition, white ‘SCHOOL’ pavements markings may be considered closer to the school
crossing. If used, these markings should follow the guidance in the MUTCD.
•

School zone speed limit. GDOT’s Pedestrian & Streetscape Guide states, “the school
zone speed limit is typically a minimum of 10 mph less than the immediately adjacent posted
speed limit” which supports lowering the school zone speed limit around Kindezi School to
15 mph. The guide recommends that the school zone speed limit apply 300 feet in all
directions from the school. 13

•

Sidewalk. New sidewalk should be constructed to fill the gaps in the sidewalk network on
Felton Drive NE, starting with the gap along the school property on the west side of Felton
Drive NE between Merritts Ave NE and Pine Street NE.

A. Intersection of Pine Street NE and Felton Drive NE
• Curb extensions. Adding curb extensions to reduce the turning radius of the intersection
improves the safety of the intersection for pedestrians in multiple ways. Curb extensions
provide pedestrians with more waiting space and a clearer view of oncoming traffic. They
also shorten crossing distances and thus the amount of time it takes for a pedestrian to
cross the street. A narrower (more square) curb radius requires drivers of motor vehicles to
slow down to complete their turning movements, giving them more time to react to a
pedestrian in the intersection and lessen the severity of a collision.
Permanent changes to the curb line require substantial design and engineering work,
particularly where drainage inlets must be accommodated. In the interim, retro-reflective
pavement markings and plastic bollards can be used to delineate more space for
pedestrians. Photos 8 and 9 show a before and after of a pop-up curb extension on the
southwest corner of the intersection.
•

Traffic control. Walk audit participants would like to see the intersection of Pine Street NE
and Felton Drive NE changed from 2-way to 4-way stop control. Per the MUTCD, “the
decision to install multi-way stop control should be based on an engineering study” that
considers traffic and pedestrian volumes, delay and crash history. Adding stop signs for the
traffic on Pine Street NE could improve safety by having all vehicles stop at the intersection.
This would benefit the crossing guard stationed at this intersection by reducing the need for
manual traffic control and benefit all pedestrians crossing the intersection when the crossing
guard is not present.

12

Georgia Department of Transportation. “Toolkit 3 – Children and School Zones,” Pedestrian & Streetscape Guide, 2005.
http://www.dot.ga.gov/drivesmart/travel/Documents/ped_streetscape_guide_june05.pdf
Ibid.

13
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B. Intersection of Pine Street NE and Parkway Drive NE
• Curb extensions. As noted above, curb extensions improve walkability in a variety of ways.
At this intersection, curb extensions would improve visibility for drivers and pedestrians,
allowing both parties to see one another around parked cars. Curb extensions would also
shorten the crossing distance, reducing pedestrian exposure and vehicular delay.
Curb extensions in the parking lane on Parkway Drive NE are recommended for both of the
marked crossings at the offset intersection of Pine Street NE and Parkway Drive NE. Curb
extensions should provide ADA compliant curb ramps and tie into the existing sidewalks on
both sides of the street.
•

Crosswalk markings. The crosswalk markings on both crosswalks across Parkway Drive
NE are worn and should be repainted with high visibility markings. This should be done in
conjunction with street repaving to ensure the roadway surface is ADA compliant.

•

Pedestrian warning signs/rapid flashing beacon. In addition to
the curb extensions and new crosswalk markings recommended
above, school crossing signs should be installed in advance of
the intersection in both directions, per specifications in the
MUTCD. To further draw attention to pedestrians crossing the
street in this location, consider adding a Rectangular Rapid
Flashing Beacon (RRFB). RRFBs are pedestrian activated LED
caution signs that supplement standard pedestrian crossing signs
at unsignalized intersections. The beacon flashes in an irregular
pattern and has been shown to increase motorist yield rates.

C. Intersection of Pine Street NE and Angier Avenue NE
• Curb extensions. Curb extensions into the parking lanes on Pine Street NE and Angier Ave
NE are recommended at this intersection to calm traffic and shorten pedestrian crossing
distances. Curb extensions must provide ADA compliant curb ramps and tie into the existing
sidewalks on both sides of the street.
•

Crosswalk markings. High visibility crosswalk markings should be installed across Pine
Street NE and on at least one of the currently unmarked crossings across Angier Avenue
NE. This should be done in conjunction with street repaving to ensure the roadway surface
is ADA compliant.

•

Pedestrian warning signs. In addition to the curb extensions and new crosswalk markings
recommended above, school crossing signs should be installed at the intersection in both
directions on Angier Avenue NE, per specifications in the MUTCD.

D. Intersection of Felton Drive NE and Merritts Avenue NE
• Curb extensions. Curb extensions into the parking lanes on Felton Drive NE are
recommended at this intersection to calm traffic and shorten pedestrian crossing distances.
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Curb extensions must provide ADA compliant curb ramps and tie into the existing sidewalks
on both sides of the street.
•

Crosswalks. High visibility crosswalk markings should be installed across Felton Drive NE
on the south side of the intersection to connect the existing sidewalks. This should be done
in conjunction with street repaving to ensure the roadway surface is ADA compliant. Other
crossings should be added as the sidewalk gaps are addressed.

Locations for Further Study
There are additional locations beyond the walk audit study area where similar engineering
solutions could improve the safety and comfort of students and their families walking and
bicycling to school. These locations were mentioned in the Parent Surveys and identified based
on the locations of student family addresses within a half mile of school on the Student Locator
Map on page 6.
North Avenue NE (5) and Boulevard NE (6) to the north and east of the school, respectively,
are wide urban arterials that create barriers for students walking and biking to school. North
Avenue NE carries 16,100 cars per day, has six travel lanes and a posted speed limit of 35
mph. 14 Boulevard NE carries 17,500 cars per day, has 4 travel lanes, on street parking and a
posted speed limit of 35 mph. 15 Approximately, 10 households live within the one mile buffer on
the north side of North Avenue NE and potentially use this intersection to cross onto Boulevard
NE to access the Kindezi School.
The pedestrian environment along both streets may be uncomfortable due both having
sidewalks directly adjacent to the roadway and long distance between signalized intersections
where pedestrians can cross safely. At minimum, these intersections should be evaluated to
ensure they have ADA compliant curb ramps, high visibility crosswalk markings, pedestrian
pushbuttons and countdown signals with adequate crossing times.

14
15

Georgia Department of Transportation Traffic Counts, 2015. http://trafficserver.transmetric.com/gdot-prod/tcdb.jsp?siteid=1215951
Georgia Department of Transportation Traffic Counts, 2015. http://trafficserver.transmetric.com/gdot-prod/tcdb.jsp?siteid=1215596
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Education Recommendations
Education recommendations are designed to work in conjunction with the engineering
recommendations to improve the safety and comfort level for all community members near
Kindezi School.
Student safety education
Through accepting the technical assistance for the Safety-focused SRTS Report, The Kindezi
School agreed to provide pedestrian safety education for students. The Child Pedestrian Safety
Curriculum produced by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is
recommended for this instruction. Integrating pedestrian (and bicycling) safety education into
the school curriculum will benefit all students and help establish lifelong active transportation
skills. Pedestrian and bicycle safety education should occur in advance of major walk or bike to
school events, so that children are adequately prepared and have an opportunity to practice the
skills they have learned.
Other education opportunities
The Kindezi School can increase the safety of all traveling to and around the school through
other measures described below.
• Parent information. Incorporate information on walking and bicycling to school in
communications with parents and the arrival and dismissal procedures in the school
handbook. At the beginning of and throughout the school year, provide parents with
information to clarify that Kindezi School supports walking and bicycling to school. This
communication can also be used to suggest ways that parents can support safe walking and
bicycling, and promote the social and health benefits of walking and biking.
• Driver information. Provide parents, guardians, teachers, staff and local neighborhoods
associations with safe driving information and materials that stress the importance of driving
safely in school zones and being alert for pedestrians and bicyclists during arrival and
dismissal. These materials can be provided during back-to-school nights, health and safety
fairs, Safe Routes to School events and newsletters, among others.
• Student Safety Patrol. Create a Student Safety Patrol with support from the City of Atlanta
School Police. A student safety patrol can model and teach safe walking and bicycling
behaviors during arrival and dismissal, as well as during walk to school and bike to school
events.
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Walk Audit Photographs
The Toole Design Group consultant team took photographs to document the conditions around
the school. The following are selected photos are from the walk audit. All of the walk audit
photographs are available at:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/zin0h5fs7ielnez/AABzOijDcypa4AEf0SvNVkmYa?dl=0

Photo 1. Narrow, uneven sidewalk

on Pine Street NE between Felton
Drive NE and Parkway Drive NE.
This sidewalk is unusable for
pedestrians using wheelchairs or
other mobility devices.

Photo 2. Faded parallel crosswalk

markings and absent curb ramps at
the intersection of Pine Street NE
at Angier Avenue NE.
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Photo 3. Missing sidewalk along
school property on Felton Drive NE
and 25 mph school speed limit sign
less than one block from the school
entrance. This report recommends
lowering the school speed limit to
15 mph.

Photo 4. Looking west on Merritts

Avenue NE toward the intersection
with Felton Drive NE. Traffic on
Felton Drive NE does not have to
stop, and there are no crosswalks
to cross Felton Drive NE.
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Photo 5. Most corners along

Parkway Drive NE do not have
ADA compliant curb ramps.

Photo 6. Pedestrian view looking

north on Parkway Drive NE from
Pine Street NE. On-street parking
makes it difficult to see oncoming
traffic without stepping into the
street. This report recommends
curb extensions here to improve
visibility for drivers and
pedestrians.

Photo 7. This raised, mid-block

crosswalk on Linden Lane north of
Central Park is similar to the raised,
mid-block crossing being
recommended on Pine Street NE
just to the west of the school
property.
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Photo 8. Looking from the school to

the south at the southwest corner
of Pine Street NE and Felton Drive
NE before the installation of the
pop-up demonstration.
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Photo 9. Modeled after these
painted curb extensions in Austin,
TX, the edge of the pop-up curb
extension on the southwest corner
of Pine Street NE and Felton Drive
NE was made with double lines of
white duct tape, and the reallocated
space was filled in with chalk
circles.
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