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Hampton Elementary Charter School
Safety-focused Safe Routes to School Report
Introduction
On November 14 and 15, 2016, stakeholders at Hampton Elementary Charter School (HECS) in
Hampton, Georgia met to examine the walking and bicycling network around the school and identify
potential engineering improvements and education strategies to address safety needs. Their participation
in a Georgia Safe Routes to School (SRTS) walk audit shows support for improving the walking and
bicycling environment while increasing the number of students safely walking or bicycling to school, as
well as within the City of Hampton. The stakeholders participating in the walk audit included members of
the school administration and staff, City administration and staff, Henry County School District
administration, Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) staff, and Henry County Department of
Transportation staff.

Safe Routes to School Team
Name
Steve Hutchison
Daryl Dotchay
Denise Sharpe
Mark Whitley
Wade Stroud
David Simmons
Derrick Austin
Josh Malcolm
Tyler Peek
Arley Lowe
Brian Keefer
Johane St. Aime
Norma Santiago-Bell
Corey Crumbley

With support from:
Jared Draper
John Dempsey

Organization
Mayor, City of Hampton
City Manager, City of Hampton
Main Street/Economic Development Director, City of Hampton
Hampton Downtown Development Authority
Director, Henry County Department of Transportation
Engineer, Henry County Department of Transportation
Chief of Police, City of Hampton
Director of Facilities & Maintenance Henry County Schools
District Traffic Operations Engineer, GDOT
Governance Council, City of Hampton
Principal, Hampton Elementary Charter School
Assistant Principal, Hampton Elementary Charter School
Hampton Elementary Charter School Parent Involvement Paraprofessional
School Outreach Coordinator, Georgia Safe Routes to School Resource
Center

Planner, Toole Design Group
Landscape Architect, Toole Design Group

During the course of the two day meetings, the team discussed how students currently travel to and from
school and their concerns related to walking and biking to school; the group also assessed common
walking routes near the school through a facilitated walk audit.

Existing Conditions
School Location and Access Routes
Hampton Elementary Charter School (HECS) is located at 10 Central Avenue, Hampton, Georgia, in
southwestern Henry County, a southern suburb in the Atlanta Metropolitan area. The school is situated
between W. Main Street to the east and Oak Street to the south and west, and serves students
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throughout the Henry County School District. Refer to Figure 1 for the HECS school attendance
boundary. The HECS campus is to the north of Central Ave and Hampton City Park is across the street
to the south. Central Avenue provides direct access to Oak Street from the west/south and W. Main
Street from the east/north. The park has existing sidewalks providing crisscrossing circulation internally,
as well as sidewalks surrounding the perimeter of the park that allow students to walk or bike to school. A
parking lot located within the park grounds on the north side is also used by HECS staff. Two marked
crosswalks are striped across Central Avenue; however, no accessible path of travel is provided to
access the school between the street and front school building.
Figure 2 illustrates direct travel distance or “as-the-crow-flies distance,” as well as actual travel distances
to the HECS campus from the surrounding area. The as-the-crow-flies distance shows the shortest
distance between two points, however, in some cases the roadway network lacks infrastructure to travel
via the most direct route. The actual travel distances are mapped using the current infrastructure
network. In most cases, as-the-crow-flies distances are not representative of the actual travel distance
because of current gaps in the pedestrian and bicycle network.
The sidewalk network in the neighborhood residential areas surrounding the school is incomplete with
some blocks lacking sidewalks altogether and others having gaps in existing sidewalks. Several city
streets near the school have speed bumps intended to reduce motor vehicle speeds.
The high motor vehicle volume roads in the area surrounding the school are U.S. Route 41 (Bear Creek
Boulevard) to the west and State Route 20 (McDonough Hampton Road) to the south; both are about a
mile from the school based on as-the-crow-flies distance. The active Central of Georgia Railway runs
through the center Main Street in downtown Hampton. The raised track bed offers few places to cross
between the northbound and southbound portions of Main Street.
HECS is located approximately one half-mile northwest of the intersection of Oak Street with W. and E.
Main Street, in the southeast corner of its attendance boundary. The attendance boundary does not
extend east of the railroad corridor. The highest density neighborhood that serves HECS is located
approximately one mile west of the school campus based on the direct network travel distance. The
neighborhood is primarily single family-detached homes. The majority of the HECS population is
routinely traveling from this direction as a result of the neighborhood location.
Central Avenue is classified as a local road and no annual average daily traffic volume is available.
College Street intersects with Central Avenue from the north and Oak Street from the south. College
Street is classified as a local road and no annual average traffic volume available. Both Central Avenue
and College Street have a posted speed limit of 25 MPH. The typical roadway cross section is
approximately 20 feet wide with two 10-foot travel lanes.
Oak Street is classified as a major collector with an approximate 3,500 annual average daily traffic
volume1. The typical roadway cross section is approximately 24 feet wide with two 11-foot travel lanes
and 1 foot shoulders. Sidewalk infrastructure is provided on the south side of Oak Street from Windsor
Parkway to Central Avenue.

1

Georgia Department of Transportation, 2015 http://trafficserver.transmetric.com/gdot-prod/tcdb.jsp?siteid=1518141
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Figure 1. HECS attendance boundary map.

.
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W. Main Street is classified as a local road and no average daily traffic volume is available. The typical
roadway cross section is approximately 18 feet wide with two 9-foot travel lanes. Sidewalk infrastructure
is currently provided on the west side of W. Main Street from Oak Street to Georgia Avenue.
E. Main Street is classified as a major collector with an average annual daily traffic volume2 of
approximately 4,070 vehicles per day. The typical roadway cross section is approximately 24 feet wide
with two 11-foot travel lanes and 1 foot shoulders. Sidewalk infrastructure is provided along both sides of
E Main Street in the downtown center. The posted speed limit for E. and W. Main Streets is 30 MPH.
HECS on-campus circulation is provided by a separate bus driveway and personal vehicle loop, both with
access from Central Avenue. During arrival (7:00 AM- 8:00 AM) and dismissal (1:30 PM – 3:00 PM),
Central Avenue has one-way vehicular circulation from W. Main Street to the bus and staff parking
driveway west of the school. The City of Hampton provides a police officer during arrival and dismissal
positioned at the personal vehicle driveway loop to reinforce the modified circulation patterns. The bus
and staff parking driveway provides circulation to the school campus west entrance. The personal vehicle
driveway loop offers access to the school main entrance, as well as limited staff and visitor parking
spaces. See Figure 3. Details of arrival and dismissal procedures are provided below in section Student
Travel Patterns.

2

Georgia Department of Transportation, 2015 http://trafficserver.transmetric.com/gdot-prod/tcdb.jsp?siteid=1510132
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Figure 2. HECS student travel distance map.
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Student Travel Patterns
Bus service is provided for all students attending HECS and 77% of students use this service. Since
HECS is part of the Henry County School District system and is designated a charter school, some
students reside outside of the two-mile walking or bicycling boundary.
HECS actively promotes both walking and bicycling through safety-focused education, such as a recent
school wide Bike Rodeo. There are approximately 15 students walking or bicycling to school3. HECS also
provides students with bus safety curriculum during physical education classes.
Several additional popular future walking or bicycling destinations used by the community include M.L.
Coley Park located north of the HECS campus, Hampton City Park, and E. Main Street located east of
the HECS campus.

Hampton Elementary Chater School
Student Travel Modes
Transit
0%
Carpool
0.1%

Other
0%

Walk
2.5%

Bike
1%

Family
Vehicle
23%

School Bus
77%

Arrival
The school day starts at 7:45 AM with student arrivals starting at approximately 7:15, regardless of mode.
Buses use the separated bus driveway loop on the west side of the school and enter through the west
entrance. The students wait in the gym until the official start of the school day at [7: 45 AM]. Students
walking or biking to school enter through the school main entrance located on Central Avenue. The
remaining students arriving by personal vehicle using the separated drop-off driveway loop and also enter
through the school main entrance. See Figure 3.

3

Student travel modes rom Student Travel Tallies, November 2016.
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Dismissal
Students begin dismissal procedures starting at 2:25 PM, beginning with bus riders, and lasts for
approximately 20 minutes. Bus riders wait in homerooms until the buses arrive on campus. School staff
enter the bus numbers into a Google Spreadsheet which is projected in each homeroom. Students are
escorted to the bus loop from approximately from 2:25 PM until 2:35 PM. Walkers, bicyclists and car
riders wait in the homerooms until after all of the bus riders are dismissed. For car riders, school staff
enter the vehicle tag numbers into the Google Spreadsheet as parents arrive and the numbers are
displayed in the homeroom. Once their number appears, students proceed to the main entrance and are
escorted to their matching vehicles. Walkers and bikers are released through the front door beginning at
2:45 PM.

Figure 3. HECS drop-off and pick-up circulation diagram.

Walk Audit Summary
The SRTS Team met at HECS to discuss possible walking and bicycling infrastructure improvements for
the community focusing on access to and from areas surrounding the school campus. The group
surveyed the school campus personal vehicle drop-off and pick-up area and walked the perimeter of
Hampton City Park. The group observed that there is not an accessible pathway from the park to the
school campus (Photo 1). The team then split into two groups, with one group walking towards Oak
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Street via Central Avenue and another group walking towards Oak Street via College Street. Both teams
observed minimal and non-compliant signage along Central Avenue and College Street that would
identify these roads as a school zone for all motor vehicles (Photo 2).
After assessing the sidewalk infrastructure surrounding the school, one team circulated around and
through Hampton City Park, walking Oak Street and heading back towards the school on College Street.
The team observed a lack of pedestrian lighting, signage, and connectivity of sidewalk infrastructure. The
second team conducted walking observations along Oak Street, W. Main Street, and looped back onto
Central Avenue. Both teams observed a lack of pedestrian lighting, high-visibility pavement markings,
and sidewalk infrastructure on known walking routes.
During its Walk Audit debrief, the SRTS team discussed and did a site visit to an informal pathway
students use from the Caldwell Drive neighborhood north of the school campus. Both Henry County
Schools and City of Hampton representatives indicated there may be a way to formalize this pathway
because it is along a public right-of-way, i.e., a ‘paper road.’ Formalizing this pathway is consistent with
the long-term vision of implementing connecting system of greenways that link the community members
to City destinations.
The SRTS team agreed to focus all improvement recommendations within the current school attendance
boundary west of the existing railroad, which is the school’s attendance area’s eastern boundary. The
SRTS team also stated that the current school zone boundary is subject to change which is consistent
with the designation of a charter school. If the current school boundary was modified to extend further
east across the railroad corridor, the SRTS team agreed a reevaluation of engineering recommendations
to include pathways across the railroad tracks and improvements in the neighborhoods new to the school
would be a priority.
The anticipated current walking routes are included in the table below.

Anticipated Walking Routes

Street

Central Avenue

College Street
Oak Street
W. Main Street

4

Speed limit

30 MPH (25
MPH School
Zone)
30 MPH (25
MPH School
Zone)
30 and 35
MPH
30 MPH

Road
Width

No. lanes each
direction

Sidewalk and shoulder
width, if present4

20’

1 (Note: Central Avenue
is one-way from W. Main
Street to the bus/staff
parking driveway loop
during school drop-off
and pick-up operations)

5’ sidewalks
2’ grass buffers

20’

1

5’ sidewalk
2’ grass buffers

20’

1

18’

1

5’ sidewalk
2’ grass buffers
N/A

Street and sidewalk widths are approximate.
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Key Barriers and Safety Issues
The low number of students and families walking or bicycling to school is in part due to the lack of
sidewalks or separated paths. According to Parent Surveys which were administered in November 2016,
the top five issues descending in order of prevalence affecting parental decisions to allow their child to
walk or bicycle to school are:






Distance
Violence or crime
Sidewalks or pathways
Safety of intersections and crossings
Weather or climate5

Opportunities for Improvement
In spite of observed relatively low motor vehicle traffic volumes, there are limited pedestrian and bicycle
facilities to access the school campus. Roadways lack separate pathways, wide shoulders or crosswalks
which indicates to drivers, potential pedestrians and bicyclists that streets are for motor vehicle use only.
The lack of existing pedestrian and bicycle facilities presents opportunities to enhance network
connections throughout the City of Hampton to the school campus. The following sections include
recommendations to improve the physical and cultural environments surrounding HECS to enhance
walking and bicycling conditions.

Safe Routes to School Recommendations
To assist in addressing barriers and safety concerns identified by the HECS team and community, a
series of infrastructure and program changes are recommended. The following table provides an
overview of the proposed recommendations, followed by the basic concept of each infrastructure
recommendation. a more detailed description of the proposed improvements follows.

Immediate term
Short term
Medium term
Long term

5

Within this year
Within 2 years
Within 5 years
Longer than 5 years

Barriers from Parent Survey Reports administered November 2016.
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Table 2. Action Plan Recommendations

INFRASTRUCTURE RECOMMENDATIONS
Improve Pedestrian Crossings
Install Flashing School Zone Speed Limit Signs
Improve Roadway Operations
Improve Pedestrian Lighting
Construct Sidewalks
Improve Roadway Operations
PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS
Integrate Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety into Curriculum
Educate parents on safe driving near the school campus
Hold bike rodeos

Engineering
Engineering
Engineering
Engineering
Engineering
Engineering

Short-Term
Short-Term
Medium-Term
Medium-Term
Short-Term
Short-Term

Education
Education
Education

Short-Term
Short-Term
Short-Term

Engineering Recommendations
There are several locations near HECS where engineering solutions can improve the safety and comfort
of students and their families walking and bicycling to school. Recommended improvement locations
were identified by the team during the walk audit and team discussions, in the parent survey, and from
fieldwork conducted by the consultant team. The major improvement locations are described below, as
well as noted on the infrastructure recommendations mapping. All recommendations below would require
further engineering analysis to ensure feasibility.
Figures 4 and 5 show the engineering recommendations based upon the walk audit and SRTS Team
meetings. Each of the recommendations illustrated on the map have a corresponding color, number,
and, in some cases, letter for recommendation tables in the following sections. For example, Sidewalks
and Pathways are number one in the map legend, is represented by a yellow line segment with a letter.
The corresponding recommendation table is in section the below with a yellow table and each
recommendation listed by a corresponding letter.
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Figure 4. HECS Overall Infrastructure Recommendations Map
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Figure 5. HECS Enlarged Infrastructure Recommendations Map
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1. Sidewalks and Pathways
In the absence of sidewalks, many students who walk to
and from school use the existing pavement in the
roadway. Adding sidewalks will provide a designated
space for pedestrians the ability to walk to school, as
well as within the surrounding neighborhoods. The TDG
team proposes installing sidewalks at the following
locations within a 2-mile radius of the school campus.
Recommended sidewalk and pathway locations are
identified in the table below.

Pedestrians currently walk in the roadway along W.
Main Street due to the lack of sidewalks.

Type

MAP
ID

1. Sidewalks and Pathways

A

B

C

D

E

Recommendation
Install a sidewalk segment approximately 150 linear feet (LF)
from the school entrance around the perimeter of the service
driveway to the east of the intersection of Central Avenue and
College Street.
Install a sidewalk segment approximately 475-LF on the north
side of Central Avenue between College Street and W. Main
Street.
Install a sidewalk segment approximately 1,500-LF on the west
side of W. Main Street between Central Avenue and Oak
Street.
Install a sidewalk segment, approximately 1,600-LF on the
west side of W. Main Street between Caldwell Drive and
Central Avenue.
Install and formalize a pathway between Caldwell Drive and
the HECS campus. Formalizing this pathway is consistent
with the long-term vision of implementing connecting system
of greenways that link the community members to City
destinations. The City of Hampton has recently sought grant
funding to help implement this vision.
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Timeframe

Priority

Medium-Term

High

Medium-Term

High

Medium-Term

High

Long-Term

Medium

Short-Term

High
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Photo 1A
Pedestrian access from the school front
entrance on Central Avenue is limited.
From the school entrance traveling east,
a sidewalk exists approximately for 75-LF
and terminates. It’s recommended to
continue the sidewalk to the intersection
of Central Avenue and College Street.

Photo 1B
Central Avenue is a known walking route
and provides direct access to the school
grounds from the east. Sidewalks are
recommended for the north side of
Central Avenue between W. Main Street
and College Street.

Photo 1C
W. Main Street is a known walking route
to school and pedestrians are currently
walking in this narrow paved roadway.
Sidewalks are recommended for the west
side of W. Main Street between Oak
Street and Central Avenue.
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Photo 1D
Currently on W. Main Street there is an
existing sidewalk betweem M.L. Coley
Park and Caldwell Drive. M.L. Coley
Park is an active recreation park facility
used by the community. For the section
of W. Main Street between Caldwell
Drive and Central Avenue, it’s
recommended to install a sidewalk on
the west side to designate a pedestrian
facility.

Photo 1E
An existing informal pathway from the
Caldwell Drive and Hampton Oaks Drive
neighborhoods provides access within
close proximity of the school campus.
It’s recommended to formalize and
install a pathway from the Caldwell Drive
and Hampton Oaks Drive neighborhoods
to access the school campus.
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2. Roadway Operations
Proper roadway circulation is critical to a safe and functional school site during all procedures of school
operations. This is especially important during drop-off and pick-up procedures. Currently, Central
Avenue operates as a one-way street during pick-up (7:30 AM – 8:30 AM) and drop-off (1:30 PM – 3:00
PM). During these times, a Hampton City police officer is positioned at the pick-up/drop-off driveway to
enforce the modified travel patterns. The recommendation is to permanently convert Central Avenue
from two-way to one-way roadway operation as described in the table below. This change would allow
the city to phase out the police officer stationed at this post and allow some pavement to be reallocated
as a pedestrian walkway.

2. Roadway Operations

Type

MAP
ID

Recommendation

Consider converting roadway operations on Central Avenue from the
bus/staff parking lot on the west side of the school campus to W Main
Street from temporary one-way roadway operations to a permanent oneway traffic circulation pattern.

Timeframe

Priority

Short-Term

High

Photo 2A
There is a City of Hampton police officer
stationed at the personal vehicle driveway
during pick-up (7:30 AM – 8:30 AM) and
drop-off (1:30 PM – 3:00 PM) procedures.
HECS and the City of Hampton should
explore the potential for permanently
converting Central Avenue between W.
Main Street and the bus driveway loop
west of the school campus to one-way
roadway operations at all times. The
conversion to one-way street operations
would also free up existing pavement to
consider designating sidewalk space for
pedestrians.
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3. Intersection Crossing Improvements
Marked crosswalks, signage, and refuge median islands benefit pedestrians by providing a safe location
for crossing the street. Crosswalks provide a connection between sidewalks (where present), and
reinforce preferred pedestrian crossing locations. Improved signage, high-visibility pavement markings
help alert drivers to a high-traffic pedestrian crossing, and should be considered in locations where
pedestrian traffic is likely to be higher or there are vulnerable users.
In addition to adding sidewalks, there are a number of locations where TDG recommends improvements
to crossings which are identified in the table below and noted on Figure 4 and 5.

Type

MAP
ID
A

3. Intersection Crossing Improvements

B

C

D

E

F

G

Recommendation
Install an accessible crossing from Hampton City Park
crossing Central Avenue to provide an ADA compliant
accessible path of travel from the park to the school
entrance.
Remove the existing crosswalk crossing Central Avenue
that provides a non-compliant path to the pick-up and
drop-off parking area.
Install pedestrian crossings at the intersection of Central
Avenue and College Street. The proposed crosswalks
would connect the proposed sidewalk segments and the
school campus to Hampton City Park.
Restripe the existing crosswalk pavement markings at the
intersection of Central Avenue and Oak Street.
Install a crosswalk crossing Central Avenue at the
intersection of W. Main Street. The proposed crosswalk
would connect the proposed future sidewalk segments on
W. Main Street.
Install a pedestrian refuge island for the existing
crosswalk at the intersection of Oak Street and Hampton
Oaks Drive. Also, consider installing Rectangular Rapid
Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) at the existing crosswalk to
further enhance this existing crossing location.
Install a pedestrian refuge island at the intersection of
Oak Street and Steele Drive. Also, consider installing
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs) at the
existing crosswalk to further enhance this existing
crossing location.
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Timeframe

Priority

Long-Term

Medium

Short-Term

Medium

Medium-Term

Medium

Short-Term

High

Long-Term

Low

Long-Term

Medium

Long-Term

Medium
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Photo 3A
Central Avenue at Hampton City Park.
Install an accessible crossing from
Hampton City Park across Central
Avenue to provide an accessible path of
travel from the park to the school main
entrance.

Photo 3B
Central Avenue at Hampton City Park.
Remove the existing crosswalk crossing
Central Avenue. This crosswalk does not
provide an ADA-compliant path to school
entrance. A crosswalk would be
relocated and provided at the
intersection of Central Avenue and
College Street.

Photo 3C
Central Avenue at College Street.
High-visibility pavement markings with
accessible curb ramps are
recommended for this intersection. The
proposed pavement markings should
connect to the proposed sidewalks
outlined in sidewalk and pathway
section.
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Photo 3D
Central Avenue at Oak Street.
The existing crosswalk markings are
faded and in poor condtion. Restripe the
existing crosswalks with high-visibility
pavement markings.

Photo 3E
Central Avenue at W Main Street.
High-visibility crosswalk markings and
accessible curb ramps are
recommended crossing Central Avenue.
The crosswalk would connect to the
proposed sidewalk segments
recommended on Central Avenue and
W. Main Street.

Photo 3F
Oak Street at Hampton Oaks Drive.
The large turning radii of this intersection
extends the pedestrian crossing
distance. In order to improve safety of
pedestrians crossing in this location, it is
recommended to install a pedestrian
refuge island with a striped crosswalka
and a Rectangular Rapid Flashing
Beacon (RRFBs) at this crosswalk
location.
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Photo 3G
Oak Street at Steel Drive.
The configuration of this intersection
results in unused pavement and extends
the pedestrian crossing distance. In
order to improve safety of pedestrians
crossing in this location, it’s
recommended to install a pedestrian
refuge island and Rectangular Rapid
Flashing Beacon (RRFBs) at this
crosswalk location.

4. Flashing School Zone Speed Limit Signage
Signage along streets within one-quarter mile of the school
campus should have complete and accurate signage intended
to create safe conditions for walking and bicycling. While
Georgia law does not offer clear guidance on how to delineate
the school zone, it typically encompasses the roadway (or
roadways) immediately adjacent to the school, several blocks in
either direction. Ideally, the school zone encompasses as many
blocks as possible around the campus where there is highly
concentrated school-generated traffic. The school zone should
be clearly defined by the City of Hampton, Henry County School
District, and signed appropriately in accordance with all Georgia
Codes and Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT)
Policies, including but not limited to code sections § 40-14-8
and 40-14-3 and GDOT policy 6780-4. The HECS SRTS Team
observed several deficiencies with existing signage, including
not compliant School Speed Limit signage during our field visit.
Consistent signage and community awareness, combined with
regular enforcement are needed to affect travel speeds around
the school campus.

Existing ‘SCHOOL’ zone signage
located on College Street.
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Figure 4A
Central Avenue.
Install flashing school zone speed limit
signage as shown in the approximate
locations on the infrastructure
recommendations map.

5. Pedestrian Lighting Improvements
Street and sidewalk lighting improves pedestrian visibility, a sense of personal security, and safety. While
school is generally in session during daylight hours, students arriving to school early, attending athletic
events after hours, or any number of other reasons will be much more visible to drivers with the addition
of adequate pedestrian lighting. It is especially important to add lighting along corridors heavily lined with
trees and at pedestrian crossings. Lighting is helpful along streets adjacent to school grounds and can
reduce vandalism, improve security, and provide an aesthetically appealing addition to the school
grounds. Attention to pedestrian lighting is recommended for existing and anticipated walking routes,
which include the proposed pathway from Caldwell Drive-Hampton Oaks Drive neighborhood, Central
Avenue, College Street, Oak Street, and W. Main Street.
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Education Recommendations
Education strategies help children develop safety skills they can apply on the way to school, on the
school campus, and in other contexts throughout their lifetimes. Education strategies also aim to make
parents and community members aware of the goals of the SRTS program and the impacts of their
behavior on safety conditions around the school.

Education Strategy
Integrate pedestrian and bicycle safety instruction into the curriculum (Immediate-Term).
Pedestrian and bicycle safety education will ideally occur in advance of major walk or bike to school
events so that children are adequately prepared and have an opportunity to practice the skills they
have learned. The Child Pedestrian Safety Curriculum produced by the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) is an example a curriculum that might be used for this instruction. (The
Resource Center also offers a Bicycle Rodeo Toolkit that can be used to provide bicycle education.)
The NHTSA curriculum and the standards of learning that it satisfies, and the Bicycle Rodeo Toolkit are
available for free from The Resource Center’s website at: www.saferoutesga.org/content/safetyeducation-resources.
Educate parents on safe driving near the school campus (Immediate-Term)
Education should be provided to parents on safe driving in the area near the schools. Safe driving tips
can be distributed during school events along with pedestrian safety information. In the event that the
drop-off and pick-up traffic flow is modified in accordance with engineering recommendation 2 above,
parents should be educated on the new traffic pattern with illustrated written communications.
Hold bike rodeos (Immediate-Term). Bicycle rodeos feature bicycle safety skills instruction, bicycle
skills practice, equipment inspections, and helmet fitting. The Bicycle Rodeo Toolkit are available for
free from The Resource Center’s website at: www.saferoutesga.org/content/safety-educationresources.
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Summary of infrastructure improvements included in this plan
High-Visibility Crosswalks:
High-visibility crosswalk striping improves the visibility of pedestrians to motorists. Different striping
patterns can be used, all generally around a ladder style. Thermoplastic materials should be used to
resist decay. GDOT construction detail T11-a depicts GDOT’s crosswalk design.
Curb Ramps:
Curb ramps are located at the curb line to allow elevation change from street level to sidewalk level. Curb
ramps are typically located at crosswalks /crossings. Curb ramps should be ADA compliant. Two ramps at
a corner are preferred as opposed to. one diagonal ramp.
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons:
Rectangular rapid flashing beacons increase the visibility of students and all pedestrians as they cross
the roadway. This device is pedestrian-activated; it will begin to flash immediately if a pedestrian has
pushed a button, indicating that they need to cross the street.
School Zone Identification:
School zone signs and pavement markings are recommended to alert motorists that they are entering a
school zone where pedestrians may be present both along and crossing the roadway. New pavement
markings can work with existing school zone signs to reinforce the message to motorists about the school
zone.
Sidewalks and buffers:
Sidewalks are most effective when they include a buffer to increase pedestrian comfort and safety, as to
serve as a place for pedestrian “overflow”, especially closer to the school. GDOT recommends the
minimum width of sidewalk be 5-ft of clear unobstructed space which should allow adequate space for
two wheelchairs to pass. Higher pedestrian usage may warrant the use of wider sidewalks. The minimum
sidewalk width per AASHTO is 4-ft, but passing space of 5-ft by 5-ft should be provided at least every
200-ft. GDOT recommends a 6-ft buffer from the back of curb to the sidewalk; the buffer strip should be
no less than 2-ft. Available right of way will impact the ultimate design.
Lighting:
Pedestrian scale lighting may improve safety and visibility when placed along sidewalk. It is typically
recommended that lighting be installed at the same time as sidewalks. If not done at that time, the
highest priority for lighting should be given to those intersections identified where students cross. The
application would need to be studied before implementing the lighting on state roads. Refer to the
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Lighting Handbook for additional resource materials.
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/roadway_dept/night_visib/lighting_handbook/pdf/fhwa_handbook2012.pdf
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Walk Audit Photographs
Walk audit participants took photographs to document the walk audit as well as supplement the safety
focused project recommendations. The following photos are from the walk audit. All of the walkabout
photographs are available at:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/7v0kuyscsfnnu0i/AADPURlDce1Yf8A_anQXsIm4a?dl=0

Photo 1: Access from Hampton City
Park to the HECS campus does not
provide an accessible path of travel
that is compliant with standards for
accessible design.

Photo 2: School zone signage is
dated and not compliant with state or
federal standards.

Hampton Elementary Charter School Safety-Focused SRTS Report, 2017

26

Photo 3: A police officer is stationed
on Central Avenue during pick-up and
drop-off procedures to reinforce oneway traffic operations.

Photo 4: High-visibility crosswalk
pavement markings are present
crossing Central Avenue; however,
the crossing is not compliant with
standards for accessible design.
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Photo 5: Unused roadway pavement
at this intersection would provide an
opportunity to install a pedestrian
refuge island and also the ability to
upgrade existing signage with
Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons
(RRFBs).

Photo 6: An existing informal path
currently exists between Caldwell
Drive to approximately the HECS
campus. Formalizing the pathway
would permit students from the
Caldwell neighborhood the
opportunity to walk to school.
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