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Furlow Charter  School  

Safety -focused Safe Routes to School Report  

Introduction  
On November 16 and 17, 2016, stakeholders at Furlow Charter School (FCS) in Americus, Georgia met 

to examine the walking and bicycling network around the school and identify potential engineering 

improvements and education strategies to address safety needs. Their participation in a Georgia Safe 

Routes to School (SRTS) walk audit shows support for improving the walking and bicycling environment 

while increasing the number of students safely walking or bicycling to school, as well as within the City of 

Americus. The stakeholders participating in the walk audit included members of the school administration 

and staff, City administration, Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) staff, and River Valley 

Regional Commission. 

Safe Routes to School  Team 

Name Organization 
Valerie Duff Principal, Furlow Charter School 
Steve Kennedy City Manager, City of Americus 
George Clayton Street Superintendent, City of Americus 
Beverly Butcher GIS Coordinator, City of Americus 
Mark Scott Chief of Police, City of Americus  
Patrick Weaver Traffic Engineer, GDOT  
Julio Portillo Regional Community & Bicycle-Pedestrian Planner, River Valley 

Regional Commission 
Shelby Banta Bicycle-Pedestrian Planning Assistant, River Valley Regional 

Commission 
Chelsea Carter School Outreach Coordinator, Georgia Safe Routes to School 

Resource Center 
  

                                             

With support from: 

Jared Draper Planner, Toole Design Group 

John Dempsey Landscape Architect, Toole Design Group 
 

During the course of the two-day meeting, the team discussed how students currently travel to and from 

school and their concerns related to walking and biking to school; the group also assessed common 

walking routes near the school through a facilitated walk audit. 

Existing c onditions  
Furlow Charter School (FCS) is located at 63 Valley Drive, Americus, Georgia, in west central Sumter 

County.  Americus is a community with a rich history, growing industry, and several established 

residential neighborhoods.  In addition, Georgia Southwestern State University is located within Americus 

and is home to over 2,500 students.   

As a charter school, FCS does not have a defined attendance boundary and is open to students living 

anywhere in Sumter County. The FCS campus is two miles south of the Cityôs downtown, within a 
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residential neighborhood comprised primarily of single-family detached homes.  A few students live within 

the adjacent neighborhood with a majority of students living more than a half mile from the FCS campus. 

Figure 1 illustrates as-the-crow-flies incremental distances from the school property along with the local 

street network. 

School Location and Access Routes  

Motor vehicle access to the campus is via Valley Drive. An existing sidewalk segment on the west side of 

Valley Drive between Rose Avenue provides limited access for student pedestrians, as it ends at the 

school campus entrance. There are striped crosswalks on all four legs of the nearest intersection to the 

school campus:  Rose Avenue and Valley Drive.  See Figure 2. 
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Figure 1. FCS student travel distance map. 
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Figure 2 Furlow Charter School Vicinity Map 

South Lee Street (Georgia State Route 377) is a roadway that provides a north-south connector for the 

Americus community.  This road is a primary route for vehicular travel and is approximately a quarter mile 

to the east of Valley Drive and the entrance to the school site.  In addition, the Griffin Bell Golf Course 

and Conference Center is located on the east side of South Lee Street.  Table 1 identifies the name and 

characteristics of the four streets that are primarily used by staff, parents, and students for access to the 

school. 
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Table 1: Primary Streets for School Access 

Street Name 
Annual 
Average 

Traffic (ADT) 

Existing 
Sidewalk 

Speed Limit # of Lanes 
Street 
Width 

Valley Drive N/A 
Small segment 
south of Rose 

Avenue 

25 MPH 
(20 MPH School 

Zone) 
2 26-ft 

Columbia 
Avenue 

N/A No 30 MPH 2 26-ft 

Rose Avenue N/A No 
30 MPH 

(20 MPH School 
Zone) 

2 26-ft 

South Lee 
Street 
(Georgia SR 
377) 

5,600 

Yes (on both 
sides of SR 
377 to the 

north of Rose 
Avenue) 

35 MPH 
3 (2 travel lanes, 

1 continuous 
center turn lane) 

36-ft 

 

The residential neighborhood surrounding the FCS campus does not have sidewalk infrastructure but 

streets have slow posted speeds as the table above illustrates.  A few locations, as shown in Figure 1, 

have speed bumps to slow motor vehicle speeds within the neighborhood. 

FCSô on-campus circulation is provided by loops that divide drop-off and pick-up for students that are K-3 

from students that are grades 4-9.  See Figure 4.  During pick-up and drop-off operations (7:30 AM- 8:00 

AM and 3:20 PM ï 3:50 PM), Valley Drive is the main access onto the campus.  There are no buses for 

FCS and the school staff indicates that there are no future plans to bus students to the site.  Staff parking 

lots are located near both the Red and Blue Halls and staff arrive prior to drop-off and after the end of 

pick-up.  

 

1 Georgia Department of Transportation, 2015 http://trafficserver.transmetric.com/gdot-prod/tcdb.jsp?siteid=2610183   

http://trafficserver.transmetric.com/gdot-prod/tcdb.jsp?siteid=2610183
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Student Travel Patterns  

Bus service is not provided for students attending FCS.  All students travel to school by foot, bike, or in a 

private vehicle. As shown in Figure 3, 93% of students arrive and depart by private motor vehicle.  

Currently, there are approximately 8 students walking to school1.  FCS is actively promoting walking as a 

transportation opportunity to school.  They recently held a walk to school day from the nearby Griffin Bell 

Golf Course.  The FCS faculty have expressed interest in more opportunities to promote walking and 

biking for students but understand there is currently a lack of safe infrastructure. 

 

 

Figure 1 Student Travel Modes 

Arrival  

Students start arriving on foot or by private vehicle at 7:30 AM for an 8 AM start to the school day.  

Pedestrians and bicyclists use the existing sidewalk on Valley Drive south of Rose Avenue to approach 

the school property.  Due to the existing fence, pedestrians and bicyclists step into the street and then 

onto a worn dirt trail outside of the street as they move south toward the school and existing on-campus 

sidewalk.  Vehicles are directed to the East for dropping off students in grades K-3 at the designated ñRed 

Hallò and to the West for dropping off students in grades 4-9 at the ñBlue Hallò after entering the school 

campus.  One faculty member positioned near the entrance on Valley Drive directs motorists entering and 

exiting the school property.  Figure 4 illustrates the arrival and dismissal circulation pattern for motor 

vehicles, walkers, and bikers.   

                                                      
1 Student travel modes from Student Travel Tallies, November 2016. 

Walk , 4%
Bike, 1%

Private Vehicle , 93%

Transit, 2%

Furlow Charter 

Student Travel Modes
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Figure 2 Arrival and Dismissal Circulation Pattern 

Dismissal 

Students begin dismissal procedures starting at 3:22 PM.  Walkers/bikers leave first with car riders being 

dismissed 3 minutes later.  The pick-up traffic pattern is the same as the drop-off patterns for the Red and 

Blue Halls.  The pick-up period routinely is completed by 3:50 PM. 

Walk Audit Summary  
The SRTS Team met at FCS to discuss possible walking and bicycling infrastructure improvements for 

the community.  The group surveyed the school campusô personal vehicle pick-up and drop-off area and 

walked along Valley Drive and Rose Avenue noting the lack of connectivity and safe access from the 

neighborhood to the school campus (Photo 1).  The team also noted the minimal and dated signage, 












































