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Hit the Streets!
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Develop a Plan for Your Community
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Walkability Check list

to come up with a plan to fix any problems

you saw.
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The Checklist
Give a copy of this checklist to everyone on your
team before starting your
Walk Audit.
Streets to audit:

Use this rating scale to give an overall score for each

l
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section below.

6

Did you have a safe and
comfortable place to walk

?

Yes, because (include a short explanation)
Not always because there were some problems with the sidewalks:
The sidewalks or paths started and stopped
The sidewalks were broken or cracked
Things like poles, signs, bushes, and dumpsters blocked the sidewalks
The sidewalk was too narrow
No, there was no sidewalk, path or shoulder to walk on
No, there was too much traffic on the road next to the sidewalk and I didn’t feel
safe
Something else
Specific location of problems
Overall Rating
1

2

3

4
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(circle one)
5

6

2

Was it safe and comfortable to cross the street?

2.

Yes, because (include a short explanation)
Not always because there were some problems with the sidewalks:
A lot of traffic and no traffic signal or pedestrian signal to stop traffic
The cross-walk wasn’t painted to show where we should walk
The road was too wide and thethe amount of time when

there

were no cars coming wasn’t long enough
I had to wait too long for the walk signal or green light at a traffic signal
The traffic signal didn’t give me enough time to cross the street

It was hard to see traffic because parked cars blocked my view
It was hard to see traffic because trees or plants blocked my view
There was no ramp at the curb
Something else
Specific location of problems

Overall Rating
1

3.

2

3

4

(circle one)
6

5

Did drivers behave well?

Yes, because (include a short explanation)
Not always. Some drivers:
Backed out of a driveway without looking to see if someone
was walking there

Did not yield to people crossing the street
Turned into the pathway of people crossing the street
Seemed to drive faster than the speed limit
Sped up to make it through traffic lights before the light
changed to yellow or red, or continued driving 		
even after the light changed to red

Something else
Specific location of problems
Overall Rating
1

2

3
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(circle one)
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Was your walk pleasant?

4.

Yes, because (include a short explanation)
Not completely. Some things that made the walk unpleas
ant were:
The lack of grass, flowers and trees along the way
Overgrown bushes spilling onto sidewalks or paths
The lack of lighting, so it was too dark
Dogs that scared me with their barking and behavior
People who made me uncomfortable with their behavio
r or
appearance

There was a lot of litter or trash
There was a lot of pollution from car, truck and/or bus exha
ust
Something else
Overall Rating
1

2

3

4

(circle one)
5
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How does your neighborhood
rate? Add up the scores and
decide.
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Now that you know the
problems, find out how to
fix them!
to walk?
Did you have a safe and comfortable place
What you, your friends and
families can do now
●●The sidewalks or
paths started and
stopped
●●The sidewalks were
broken or cracked
●●Things like poles,
signs, bushes, and
dumpsters blocked
the sidewalks

●●The sidewalk was too
narrow
●●There was no
sidewalk, path or
shoulder to walk on

●●There was too much
traffic on the road
next to the sidewalk

Walkability Check list

→→ Find another route to
walk that does not have
these problems – make
sure you know how long
it will take you to walk
to school so that you’re
not late!
→→ Talk with your local
public works department
and other maintenance
people about what you
found. Give them the
check list and see when
they can begin to fix
some of the things.

What you and your
community can do with
more time (make a plan and
create a timeline)
→→ Speak up at board
meetings
→→ Write or petition your
local government for
walkways and gather
neighborhood signatures
→→ Work with a local
transportation engineer
to develop a plan for a
safe walking route

→→ Start a Safe Routes to
School program at your
school

5

Was it safe and comfortable to cross the street?
What you, your friends and
families can do now
●●A lot of traffic and
no traffic signal or
pedestrian signal

●●No crosswalk
marking on the
pavement

●●Wide road with no
gaps between cars

●●Gaps between cars
weren’t long enough
for me to get all the
way across the street

●●Traffic signal made
me wait too long for
the walk signal or
green light

●●Traffic signal didn’t
give me enough time
to cross the street

●●Parked cars, trees,
or plants blocked my
view or traffic

●●No curb ramps or
they needed to be
repaired so people
with disabilities can
access them

Walkability Check list

→→ Find another route to
walk that does not have
these problems– make
sure you know how long
it will take you to walk
to school so that you’re
not late!
→→ Talk with your local
public works department
and other maintenance
people about what you
found. Give them the
check list and see when
they can begin to fix
some of the things. Fresh
paint and new signs are
the cheapest and easiest
fixes so ask them to do
these things first
→→ Sponsor a clean-up day
to trim trees or bushes
that block the street

What you and your
community can do with
more time (make a plan and
create a timeline)
→→ Push for crosswalks,
signals, parking changes,
and/or curb ramps at
meetings of your local
government
→→ Report to your local
traffic engineer or police
department where
parked cars are a safety
hazard
→→ Report to the police
where cars are parked in
places with “No Parking”
signs or where they are
blocking a crosswalk
→→ Request your public
works department trim
trees or bushes

→→ Leave nice notes on
problem cars asking
owners not to park there
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Did drivers behave well?

●●Drivers backed
out a driveway
without looking to
see if someone was
walking there

●●Drivers didn’t yield
to people crossing
the street

●●Drivers turned into
the pathway of
people crossing the
street

●●Drivers seemed to
drive faster than the
speed limit
●●Drivers sped up to
make it through
traffic lights before
the light changed
to yellow or red, or
continued driving
even after the light
changed to red

What you, your friends and
families can do within the
next month (immediately)

What you and your
community can do with
more time (make a plan and
create a timeline)

→→ Find another route to
walk that does not have
these problems– make
sure you know how long
it will take you to walk
to school so that you’re
not late!

→→ Petition your police
department for more
enforcement

→→ Ask your parents to set
an example for other
drivers by slowing
down and being and
being considerate of
pedestrians and bicylists
→→ Initiate a safe driver
program for school
parents and drivers
in the neighborhood
through your school’s
Safe Routes to School
program
→→ Leave nice notes on
problem cars asking
owners not to park there

→→ Request a change in
traffic signal operations
so that signals allow
pedestrians more time to
cross the street
→→ Talk with local traffic
engineers and city
planners for “traffic
calming” ideas. Invite
them to your school to
meet with your Safe
Routes to School team
→→ Ask your school district
about getting crossing
guards at busy locations
→→ Ask one of the parents
participating in the
Walk Audit to organize a
volunteer crossing guard
program to help make
cross walk more visible
and safe.
For more info visit:
National Center’s
website: http://guide.
saferoutesinfo.org/
crossing_guard/elements_
of_an_adult_school_
crossing_guard_program.
cfm
*Your principal or one of your
teachers can help you find the
right people to talk with.

Walkability Check list
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Why was your walk unpleasant?

●●The lack of grass,
flowers and trees
along the way

●●Dogs scared me with
their barking and
behavior

What you, your friends and
families can do within the
next month (immediately)

What you and your
community can do with
more time (make a plan and
create a timeline)

→→ Point out areas to avoid
to your friends and
parents; agree on safe
routes to walk

→→ Organize a community
clean-up day

→→ Ask neighbors to keep
dogs leashed or fenced

●●People made me
uncomfortable with
their behavior or
appearance

→→ Report scary dogs to
your local animal control
department

●●There was a lot of
pollution from car,
truck and/or bus
exhaust

→→ Talk to your parents
and teachers if you
encountered people who
made you uncomfortable
with their behavior or
appearance

●●There was a lot of
litter or trash

→→ Sponsor a neighborhood
beautification or treeplanting day
→→ Begin an adopt-a-street
program
→→ Request increased police
enforcement of laws
→→ Start a crime watch
program in your
neighborhood

→→ Report lighting needs to
the police or appropriate
office in your local
government. Talk with
your school’s Community
Service Officer (from
the Police Department)
about starting a crime
watch program in your
neighborhood.
→→ Organize a trash cleanup with your friends
and parents; make it a
regular activity
→→ Get permission from
your local public works
department to plant
trees and flowers.
→→ Find another route with
less traffic – make sure
you know how long it
will take you to walk to
school so that you’re not
late!

Walkability Check list
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Glossary of Terms
Jobs and offices in local government:
Public Works Department is the part of a local government that builds and maintains streets and sidewalks, and is
responsible for the street signs, local water supply, sewage, and sometimes electric power.
City Engineers are responsible for the way streets and buildings are designed and built. The City Engineer helps make
sure things are designed and built safely and according to the city’s rules (design standards and guidelines).
City Planners help design cities and make decisions such as the width of streets and height of buildings, and the
design and location of street “furniture” (everything from bus stops and lampposts to newsstands and trash cans).
Regional Commissions are regional organizations that work across multiple counties to do planning and development.
Regional Commissions bring together all the resources in an area to prepare for the future.

Ways to encourage more walking and bicycling to school:
A Walking School Bus is a is a group of students who walk to and from school together with adult supervision. Routes
can originate from a specific location within a neighborhood, with students joining the “bus” at designated spots on the
way to school.
A Bicycle Train is the same idea as a Walking School Bus, but students and adults bike to school together.
Park and Walk Site is a way to include students who live too far to walk or have an unsafe route. Instead of driving to the
school, families drive to a remote parking lot (at a church, shopping center, etc.) and walk the remainder of the trip.
International Walk to School Day is always the first Wednesday in October and a great way to kick off your SRTS
program and celebrate walking.
Georgia Walk to School Day is always the first Wednesday in March and is a great way to encourage more students to
walk and bicycle to school.

Ways to change the street:
Traffic signal operations include ways traffic signals and pedestrians signals work together to get everyone (regardless
of how they are traveling) through an intersection. For example, it is sometimes safer to have a time when only one type
of traveler is moving, such as drivers making a left turn or pedestrians crossing the street.
Traffic calming is a way to reduce speed along streets. Traffic calming is especially important in neighborhoods where
people often use the street to walk, bicycle and play. There are many ways to slow traffic. Two common ways are:
→→ Add a speed hump, speed table or raised crosswalk. Raised
crosswalks are flat-topped, speed humps with crosswalk
markings painted on the top, These make pedestrians more
visible to drivers and cause them to slow at the most critical
location, where pedestrians cross.
→→ Add chicanes. These are sharp double bends created to
form an obstacle on a road which causes drivers to travel
more slowly.

Walkability Check list
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Great Resources
NeedMore information? These resources may help.
Resources in your
community:

There are many resources in your community
that can help make the needed changes. Fill in
the blanks below with the appropriate person
within your community for each of the job
types listed. Your community may not have
someone in every position, but fill out as many
as possible. That way, you’ll know who to contact when you’re ready to take action! (Helpful
hint: Use Google to find these resources)

School Name:
City:
County:
School District:
Local Department of Transportation Contact:
Public Works Department Contact:

Local Safe Kids Coalition:
School Clubs (Wellness, Environmental, etc.):
Other Local Resources and Individuals:

Resources in Georgia

The Georgia Safe Routes to School Resource
Center website includes a great list of statelevel organizations that may be helpful.

Georgia Safe Routes to School Resource Center
www.saferoutesga.org
Georgia Bikes!
www.georgiabikes.org
SafeKids Georgia
www.safekidsgeorgia.org
The Clean Air Campaign
www.cleanaircampaign.org
Georgia Department of Transportation
www.dot.state.ga.us/Pages/default.aspx

School Transportation Contact:

Georgia Department of Education
www.doe.k12.ga.us/Pages/Home.aspx

City Planner:

Georgia Parent Teacher Association
www.georgiapta.org/

City Engineer:

Georgia Department of Public Health
www.health.state.ga.us/

Local Health Department or other health initiatives in
your community:

Governor’s Office of Highway Safety
www.gahighwaysafety.org/
Georgia Association of Metropolitan
Planning Organizations
www.gampo.org/mpos.htm

Local County or City Commissioner:
Regional Commission:
PTA/PTO President:
Local Media:

Walkability Check list
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Resources in your community:
Other resources by topic:
Walking Information
Pedestrian and Bicycle Information Center (PBIC)
Chapel Hill, NC
919-962-2202
www.Pedbikeinfo.org
www.Walkinginfo.org
National Center for Bicycle and Walking, Campaign to
Make American Walkable
Washington, DC
800-760-6272
www.bikefed.org
Walk to School Day Website
National Center for Safe Routes to School
www.walktoschool-usa.org
Georgia Safe Routes to School Resource Center
Walking and biking event materials
1-877-436-8927
http://www.saferoutesga.org/content/downloads
Street Design and Traffic Calming
Federal Highway Administration
Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety Research Program
McLean, VA
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/index.cfm
A Resident’s Guide for Creating Safe and Walkable
Communities
http://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/ped_bike/ped_cmnity/
ped_walkguide/index.cfm
Institute of Traffic Engineers
www.ite.org
Walking conditions
America Walks
Portland, OR
503-222-1077
www.americawalks.org

Pedestrian safety
National highway Traffic Safety Administration
Traffic Safety Programs
Washington, DC
www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/ped
National SAFE KIDS Campaign
Washington, DC
202-662-0600
www.safekids.org
Walking and health
US Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Children’s Health protection
Washington, DC
202-564-2188
http://yosemite.epa.gov/ochp/ochpweb.nsf/content/
homepage.htm
President’s Task Force on Environmental Health Risks
and Safety Risks to Children
http://yosemite.epa.gov/ochp/ochpweb.nsf/content/
whatwe_fedtask.htm
Let’s Move
Washington, DC
http://www.letsmove.gov
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
Division of Nutrition, Physical Activity and Obesity
Atlanta, GA
888-232-4674
http://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/npao
Accessible sidewalks
US Access Board
Washington, DC
800-872-2253
www.access-board.gov

Walk Friendly Communities
Chapel Hill, NC
(919) 962-8703
www.walkfriendly.org/index.cfm
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